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Have Thine own way
Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!
      Thou art the Potter, I am the clay.
Mold me and make me after Thy will,
     While I am waiting, yielded and still.
Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!
     Search me and try me, Master, today!
Whiter than snow, Lord, wash me just now,
     As in Thy presence humbly I bow.
Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!
     Wounded and weary, help me, I pray!
Power, all power, surely is Thine!
     Touch me and heal me, Savior divine.
Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!
     Hold o’er my being absolute sway!
Fill with Thy Spirit ’till all shall see
     Christ only, always, living in me.

(The views expressed in the articles are those of the authors)
Mar Thoma Centre, Plot No. 18, Sec - 10 A, Vashi, Navi Mumbai - 400 703.
Ph.: 022 - 2766 9484 Fax : 022 - 2766 9486
Email : mumbaidiocese@gmail.com, suvarthapathrika@gmail.com
www.mumbai-diocese.co.in
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From the Diocesan Episcopa
Dearly Beloved in Christ,
Looking around the present state of our educational system,
the theme of our Suvatha Patrika, ‘Value added education’, is
very relevant. We need to ask ourselves whether our education
serves the real purpose. Today the purpose of education has
become that of giving you the means for upward mobility and
success. Competition has become the mantra. As a result of this
our educational systems have created educated animals more
dangerous to the world than nuclear weapons. Moreover now
emphasis is upon theories instead of values, concepts rather than
human beings, abstraction rather than consciousness, readymade
answers instead of creative questions, ideology and efficiency
rather than conscience.

The goal of education should not just be the mastery of the subject
matter, but of one’s person, one’s self. Here knowledge carries with
it the responsibility to see that one is well used for the betterment
of the world. In that sense education doesn’t begin at schools but
at our very homes. Education should create cultured humans
with a divine sense of existence. This means I should be able to
see my existence for giving the other person a better life. Then
the purpose of education will said to have been realized. May
God help our homes and schools to create better human beings
on Earth.
May God bless you all,
Dr Thomas Mar Theethos
Diocesan Episcopa
Suvartha Pathrika April - June 2013
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Editorial
First of all let me thank and congratulate Rev. Sunil Joy and the
Editorial Board for their efforts in bringing up ‘Suvartha Pathrika’
as the mirror of Mumbai Diocese in all its meaning. Achen really
worked hard for the timely release of this publication. I also remember
the contributions of late Rev. Mathew Thomas in the growth of
‘Suvartha Pathrika’. As a Chief Editor, Achen did a good work for
the enrichment of this Diocesan publication. The unforeseen demise
of Achen really created a painful vacuum in the minds of many.
May the God Almighty strengthen each one of us and especially the
grief-stricken family to face and accept the reality.
This issue of ‘Suvartha Pathrika’ is dedicated to the theme ‘Value
Added Education’. ‘Teach a child how he should live, and he will remember
it all his life’ (Proverbs 22:6). Education is an unending process of
training the mind and character of a person. Education is not all about
studying and getting good marks. It is really a means to discover
new things which we don’t know about and increase our knowledge
(The Hindu April 13, 2013). Learning is an essential human virtue.
Better and value added education offers a better tomorrow. It has
been rightly said that without education, human life is a splendid
slave, reasoning savage.
Real education starts from the mother and continues till the
last breath. Homely Education gives identity and transfers a good
culture of love and care. The main focus of education is to build a
sustainable society which respects ethical values. A person becomes
perfect with education as he is not only gaining something from it, but
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also contributing to the growth of a
nation. Today’s world and Media
highlights the deterioration of moral
values and hides or neglects the
existing goodness of human lives.
We are not supposed to go behind
Media. As a Church we would build
unyielding foundations of oneness,
promote the values of righteousness,
and spread the divine fragrance of
peace and joy inspired by the power
of His grace for establishing the
kingdom of God.
Education teaches the value of discipline. Here education is not
only the subjects we get in our academics but also many essential
things in life; viz. ethics, morals, responsibility, manners, behavior,
relationships, respect, knowledge and many other important things in
life like –How to set goals in life, how to tackle problems in life, how to
deal with people, how to work, schedules, planning, success, failures,
pressure handling, how to accept things in life etc..So importance of
Value added education should never be neglected as it plays a great
role in shaping up over all personality of a person.
Dearly beloved in Christ, Luke 9:25 says, ‘Will a person gain
anything if he wins the whole world but is himself lost or defeated?’.
For gain the lives of many let us join our hands to promote importance
of education and integrity of moral values to mould our tiny tots for a
better tomorrow. Let us pray for the Children those who are studying
in various Schools and Colleges. Let us uphold in our prayers the
teachers who are supporting to set goals in the lives of our children.
May the God Almighty, the source of all knowledge and wisdom
bless each one of them with His grace.
Yours in Christ
Rev. Biju Sam
Suvartha Pathrika April - June 2013
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From the Desk of Diocesan Secretary
Dearly beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,
Greetings in the matchless name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
It gives me great pleasure to address you through
this edition of Suvartha Pathrika. The theme for this
edition is ‘Value Added Education’
The Month of June paves way to the reopening of
the educational institutions. Education is vital for a
child’s development and opportunities in life. Parents
do their best to give the children great opportunities
to pursue their dreams. The trend we see nowadays is that most of the
parents want their children to become doctors and engineers without
taking into consideration the aptitude of their child. Providing the
best education and career for the children is very important. But is
that all? ‘How to make a living’ is all that parents want their children
to learn? I believe we should give more emphasis on ‘How to live’
than ‘How to make a living’ i.e. our education should be Value Added
Education than just a career based education.
Our children should be known by who they are, not necessarily by
what they know and what they do. They might become best doctor or
engineer or professor in town, but what use if they don’t have good
character. There are many examples of well educated people who has
reached nowhere because they did not know how to live in a society,
how to handle failures, how to behave, how to show concern to other
people and how to find satisfaction in jobs.
Suvartha Pathrika April - June 2013
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Former Indian President Dr.S.Radhakrishnan says :“ The aim of
education is not the acquisition of information, although important,
or acquisition of technical skills, though essential in modern society,
but the development of that bent of mind, that attitude of reason,
that spirit of democracy which will make us responsible citizens.”
We should not leave all the responsibilities to school and teachers
alone, The Child’s First School is Home. Parents are the builder of
children’s characters and minds. We should teach foundational
concepts like love, care, trustworthiness, respect, and responsibility
at home. We parents should try to accomplish the character of
Jesus Christ in our children’s lives. I pray that all our children grow
well behaved and be able to do their studies and duties in most
fruitful manner.
All our diocesan activities are going well by God’s grace. I thank
God for your prayers, genuine love and support towards all our
Mission works.
We have started our work among Rag pickers, street children and
mental challenged children. It is really a blessing for the people in
that area. Need your active participation and prayers for the growth
of our diocese and in achieving our goal to become a ‘Missionary
diocese’ .We are planning to start a school at Lonavala this year.
School Building Construction is going on both at Vapi and Surat.
Our sincere thanks to all achens who got transferred from our
diocese, for their valuable guidance and services. With great pleasure
we welcome all the new achens who have joined our diocese.
We remember all the services rendered to our diocese by Late.
Rev.Mathew Thomas Achen. His absence is a great loss for all of us.
We extend heartfelt Condolences to the bereaved family.
Expecting your continued support and prayers for the smooth
functioning of our diocese.
Love & Prayers
Kuruvilla Achen
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Meditation

PROPER UTILIZATION
OF RESOURCES
Luke 19: 11 - 27
Stewardship is a pattern of life which
adorns all walks of life of God’s Children. It
emanates from the knowledge that God is the
author of all resources and that God cares and
loves everything. All the intricate strands of
instruction in our times should lead to this
inevitable awareness. A person of God has to
have a special pattern of life. The ignorance of
this basic understanding results in an abusive
life style which is commonly found even among
the well-informed class in our society. What is
the authority that we are talking about or in
other words what is the pattern of life envisioned
from a steward of God?

In the above biblical passage we have an ambitious man who
journeyed far to be appointed as a king. If we consider the activities of
King Herod in ancient Judea we can clearly understand that kingship
was more of a licence or authority or power to exploit and accumulate
for oneself. It was not in any way a position determined by character
but was always something decided on the basis of power. This man
calls ten of his servants and gives them one pound each for business
(vr.13). On his return as a king he rewards those of his servants who
succeeded in multiplying his resources from one into ten and one
into five. Thus the two servants prove themselves good to the king.
The third servant is rebuked severely as he did not come up to the
king’s expectations.
Many are not happy with the king, but he was good in nature
to his servants to offer his best. This man gives equal share of his
wealth to his ten servants. No one is neglected. All are given equally
Suvartha Pathrika April - June 2013
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to multiply. They have a clear and
important task of fulfilling their
responsibility. Jesus’ is not for
the winners he was available to
everyone. He never hates the weak.
Jesus says “Come unto me all those
who are weary and heavy laden and
I will give you rest”. But He hates the
lazy and wicked.
The king in the parable rewards those who were victorious in
their lives. More than victory faithfulness is important here. Jesus
says that to everyone who has shall more be given, but from the
one does not have, even that which he has shall be taken away. God
blessed each one of us with various talents and possibilities. If we are
faithfully use our possibilities and put into effect it God is waiting
to give more to do more with it. But if we fail to exercise our talent,
we will inevitably lose it.
The greatest offer given by Jesus was himself. Jesus says “Here
is my body and blood which I offer to you for your health and
wholeness”. Our learning should help us to offer something. Jesus
always demands our service. As stewards of God do we have
anything to offer to the world? As stewards of God do we have the
courage to stand tall and say that it is more important to be faithful
than to be victorious. Our life should lead us to this wholeness, that
the only way to keep a gift is to use it in the service of God and in
the service of our fellow beings. He extends to us his call even today
to be responsible stewards for him. Can we take up this call and
respond to him?
The Revd Sujith Sam Mammen
Naranganam
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Devotion

¥çÈb×ß ØÞÇµÈÞµáçOÞZ...

dÉÞË. ÜßÌâØí ç¼AÌí ¯dÌÙÞ¢
ÎÜÏÞ{¢ ÕßÍÞ·¢, æØaí çÄÞÎØí çµÞ{¼í, çµÞÝçFøß
D/o Rev. T. A. Varghese

¥çÈb×Ã¢ ÎÞÈÕàµÄÏáæ¿
¥¿ßØíÅÞÈ dÉµãÄÎÞÃí. ¥Äá
ÄæKÏÞÃí ÎÈá×cµáÜJßæa
¦ÄcLßµÎÞÏ ÕßµØÈJßÈá
µ Þ ø Ã Î Þ Ï Ä á ¢ .
ÕßÖbÎÞÈÕàµÄÏáæ¿ ©ÆÏ¢ ÎáÄW
ÎÈá×cX ¥ùßÕßæÈ ÈßøLøÎÞÏß
¥çÈb×ßºîáæµÞIßøáKá.
¥ùßÕí ®KÞW ÕßÕø¢
_§XæËÞVçÎ×X_®Kí
ÕcÞ¶cÞÈßAæM¿áKá.
ÉáÄßÏ ÕßÕø ÇÞøÃµ{ÞÃí
¥ùßÕí ©ZæAÞUáKÄí.
¥ùßÕí çµÕÜÞØñßÄbÎáU
²øá ØbøâÉÎÜï ; Îùßºî í ºßÜ
ÇÞøÃµ{áÄíÉÞÆßMßAáK
ÌìÇàµ ÕcÞÉÞø¢ µâ¿ßÏÞÃí . ¥ùßÕçÈb×ÃæJ/
ÕßÆcÞÍcÞØæJ ÉáÄßÏ ÇÞøÃµZ ÎáXÈßVJß
È¿JáK ¼àÕßÄÞçÈb×ÃÎÞÏÞÃí dÉÞºàÈÞºÞøczÞV
ÈßVÕºßºîßøßAáKÄá¢. ¥ùßÕßæÈ ¦vÞÕßæa
çÎÞºÈÎÞÏÃí ÉìøØñcçÜÞµ¢ ÈßøàfßAáKÄí.
¥ùßÕáçÈ¿W ²øáçµÕÜÕcÞÉÞøÎæÜï K á¢ ²øá Äø¢
ØbÞÄdLc dÉ¶cÞÉÈ¢ µâ¿áÏÞæÃKá¢ ÍÞøÄàÏ ÎÄ¢.
¥ùßÕí ÉøØíÉø¢ ÕßçÆb×ßAÞÄßøßAáKÄßÈáU
¨ÖbøÞçÈb×ÃÎÞÏß çÖbÄÞÖbÄçøÞÉÈß×Jí
¥ÕÄøßMßAáçOÞZ ¥ùßÕí ÉáÈVÈßVNßÄßÏÞæÃKí
èÄJßøßçÏÞÉÈß×Jí ÕÞÆßAáKá. ÎÈá×cÎÈØßæÈ
ÌÞÇßºîßøßAáK ØµÜÎìÂcB{áç¿Ïá¢ ÄßøØíµøÃÎÞÃí
¥ùßÕßæa ØbàµøÃJßÜâæ¿ ØÞicÎÞÕáKæÄKí
ÉÞÖíºÞÄc ÕßÆcÞÍcÞØ ÕßºfµzÞV ÈßøàfßAáKá.
¥ùßÕí
_
æÈùßÕí:
ÈßÜÈßWAáK
ØÙºøcBZAÈáØÞøÎÞÏß øâÉæM¿áJáK ÉáÄßÏ
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ÇÞøÃµæ{ÏÞÃí ¥ùßÕí ®Kí ÕcÕÙøßAáKÄí .
¥ùßÕí ¦vÞÕçÌÞÇJßçÜÏí A í ÕÝßæÄ{ßAáK
ºÞÜµÎÞÃí. ÎÈá×c¼àÕßÄJßæa øyºîáøáA¢
ÄæK ¥ùßÕçÈb×ÃJßçaÄÞÃí . ·VÍÉÞdÄJßW
©øáÕ¢ æµÞUáK ÈßÎß×¢ ÎáÄW ²çøÞæÈÞ¿ßÏßÜá¢
²øáÕX/²øáÕZ µæIJáKÄí ¥ùßÕßæa ÉáÄßÏ
ÄÜB{ÞÃí. ¥NÏáæ¿ ÎçÈÞÕcÞÉÞøJßWÈßKáçÉÞÜá¢
·VÍØíÅÖßÖá ¥ùßÕáçÈ¿áKáIí. dÉµãÄßÏíAÈáØøÃÎÞÏß
¼àÕßÄJßæa ÉáÄßÏ ÇÞøÃµZ øâÉæM¿áJáKÄßW
ØµÜ ¼àÕ¼ÞÜB{á¢ ÈßÉáÃøÞæÃKÄßW Ø¢ÖÏÎßÜï.
ØÞÙºøcBZAÈáøâÉøÞÏß ÄÈßAáÜÍßAáK ÕßÕøBæ{
¥ùßÕÞAß ÎxáKÄßÜâæ¿ÏÞÃí ¼àÕ¼ÞÜB{áæ¿ ÇÞøÃµZ
ÕßµØßAáKÄí. ¥Jø¢ ÇÞøÃµZ ²øáÕÈßW øâÉæM¿áJáK
¥ÕçÌÞÇÎáIí. §Õßæ¿ÏÞÃí ¥ùßÕí æÈùßÕÞµáKÄí.
ØÞÎáÙàµ Ø¢¸¿ÈµZAáUßW ÈßKáæµÞIí ²øá
ÎÈá×cÈßæÜ è¼ÕÕcÞÉÞøBZ µãÎàµøßAáKÄßW
¥ùßÕí È¿JáK §¿æÉ¿W ÈßVHÞÏµÎÞÃí. ¥ùßÕí
ØÎâÙÈß×íÀÎÞµáKÄá¢ ¥Äí dÉçÏÞ·Èß×íÀÎÞµáKÄá¢
æÈùßÕßæa ÉâVJàµøÃ¢ µâ¿ßÏÞÃí.
æÕ{ßÕí _ Õß{Õí : ¥ùßÕí ¥çÈb×µX çÈ¿áK
ËÜÎÞæÃCßW ÄßøßºîùßÕí ØÞÇµÈáUÄÞÃí.
¥çÈb×ÃJßæa ¥¿áJ É¿ÕÞÃí ØÞÇÈ. ¥ùßÕßæÈ
ÎÈÈ¢ æºÏñ í Äßøßºî ù ßÕÞAß øâÉæM¿áJáKß¿JÞÃí
ÕßÆcÞÍcÞØ¢ ØËÜÎÞµáKÄí. ÕßÆcÞÍcÞØdÉdµàÏÏßW
¯xÕá¢ Öµñ Î ÞÏßøßAáK ¥ùßÕßæa ÉáÈVÈßVNßÄß
ÄæKÏÞÃßÄí. ¥ùßÕçÈb×ÃJßæa ÇÞøÃµZÄæK
ÄßøáJßæÏÝáÄáKÄßÈí dÉÞºàÈ ÍÞøÄàÏ èØiÞLßµVAí
ØÞÇßºîÄá¢ ¨ ØÞÇÈæµÞIí ÎÞdÄÎÞÃí. ·áøáµáÜ
ØdOÆÞÏJßW ÈÞçÜÞ ¥çFÞ ÕÏØÞµáçOÞZ
dÉ¼ÞÉÄßÏíAøßµßW ®JáK µáGß ÕßÆcÞÍcÞØdÉdµàÏ
ÉâVJßÏÞÏß µÝßEÄßÈáçÖ×ÎÞÃí ÍÕÈJßçÜÏíAí
Î¿BßæÏJáµ. ¥çÈb×Ã¢ ²øá ØÞÇÈÏÞÏß ÎÞùáK
ØVPÕcÞÉÞøÎÞÃÕßæ¿ È¿KßøáKÄí. ÎÈá×cæa ÉâVÃÄ
çÈ¿âµæÏK ÆVÖÈÎÞÃßÕß¿B{ßW ØÞÇcÎÞÏßøßAáKÄá¢.
²øáÕæÈ ØÎâÙÈß×íÀÎÞÏ ¼àÕßÄJßÈí dÉÞÉñÈÞAáµ
®KÄßæÈAÞZ Ø¢ØíµãÄºßJÈÞAß øâÉæM¿áJáµ ®K
ÆVÖÈÎÞÏßøáKá dÉÞºàÈÞºøczÞV ©ÏVJßMß¿ßºîßøáKÄí.
Ø¢ØíµãÄºßJX ®KÄßÈí ©ÆÞJÎÞÏ ºßL çÉùáKÕX
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®KVj¢. ÕßÆcÞÍcÞØ¢ Îáç¶È ²øáÕX µø·ÄÎÞAáKÄí
ÕßÍßKB{ÞÏ ¥ùßÕáµZ ÎÞdÄÎÜï ¥Äßæa dÉçÏÞ·ÉøÄ
µâ¿ßÏÞÃí. ¥ùßÕßæÈ ËÜdÉÆÎÞÏß ÕßÈßçÏÞ·ßAÞX
µÝßÏáK ØÎâÙÎÞÃí ©ÆÞJÎÞÏÄí . ¦ÖÏB{áæ¿
©ÆÞJÄ dÉÞçÏÞ·àµÄÜJßæÜJáçOÞÝÞÃí ¥ùßÕí
ËÜdÉÆÎÞÏß ÕßÈßçÏÞ·ßAæM¿áKÄá¢ ÎÈá×cX ÉøßÉâVJß
èµÕøßAáKÄá¢.
¥Ù¢ _ ØbÞÄdLc¢: ¥ùßÕí ²øá ØbÞÄLãdÉ¶cÞÉÈÎÞÃí.
²øáÕæÈ ÌÞÇßºîßøßAáK ØµÜÕßÇ ÌtÈBæ{Þ¿áÎáU
µÜÙÎÞÃí ÕßÆcÞÍcÞØdÉdµàÏÏßW È¿MÞµáKÄí .
µÜÙßAáKÄßÈáU ÎÈTí ²øá ¥çÈb×ßAá
ÎÞdÄçÎ ©IÞÏßøßAáµÏáUá. ¥ùßÕßæa ÉáÄßÏ
ÄÜB{ßçÜÏíæAJáçOÞZ ²øáÕX ØbÏ¢ ÄßøßºîùßÏáµÏÞÃá
æºÏî á KæÄKí ÍÞøÄàÏ ÆVÖÈB{ßWÈßKá¢ ÈÞ¢
ÎÈTßÜÞAáKá. '¥Ù¢" ®K ÕÞAí '¾ÞX" ®K
ØÎÞÈcÞVÄí Å JßW ÈßKá¢ ÎÞùß ØbÏÞÕçÌÞÇ¢
®K ÈßÜÏßÜÞÃí §Õßæ¿ ©ÉçÏÞ·ßºî ß øßAáKÄí .
'¥Ù¢" çÌÞÇ¢ ¦vÞÕçÌÞÇÎÞÃí. Äæa ÖµñßÏá¢
ÆìVÌÜcÕá¢ ÄßøßºîùßÏáKÄßÈáU ¦ÙbÞÈ¢ µâ¿ßÏÞÏß
¥ùßÕí ÕVJßAáKáIí. ¥ùßÕÞÃí ÎÈá×cæÈ ¥Õæa
¥ÇÎçÌÞÇJßWÈßKá¢ ØbÞÄdLcçÌÞÇJßçÜÏí A í
Õß{ßºîáÃVJáK Öµñß. ØbÏ¢ ÄßøßºîùßÏáK ÎÈá×cX
ØbÞÄdLcJßçÜÏíAÞÃí ¥ùßÏÞæÄ ºáÕ¿áÕÏíAáKÄí.
Äæa Öµñ ß ÆìVÌÜcBZ Äßøßºî ù ßÏáKÄßæÈÞM¢
²øáÕX Äæa ºáxá¢ ÈßÜÈßWAáK ØÎâÙJßÜá¢
ØbÞÇàÈ¢ æºÜâJßÄá¿BáKá. ¨ ØbÞÇàÈ¢
dµçÎÃ ØÞÎáÙàçµÞKÎÈJßçÜÏí A ÞÃí í ÈÏßAáµ.
§ÄáÄæKÏÞÃí ÕßÆcÞÍcÞØ¢ ÜfcÎÞAáKÄá¢.
çÜÞµæÎOÞ¿áÎáIÞÏ ØÞÎáÙàµÎÞxB{ßW ¯xÕá¢
ÈßVHÞÏµÎÞÏ ÉCáÕÙßºîÄí ÕßÆcÞÍcÞØø¢·JáIÞÏ
ÉáçøÞ·ÄßÏÞæÃK ÕÞÆ¢ ÖøßÏÞæÃKí ÄßøßºîùßÏáKÄá¢
§Jø¢ ÎÞxB{áæ¿ ËÜÎÞÃí.
ØÄc¢ _ æÕ{ßºî¢: ¥ùßÕí ØÄcÎÞÃí. ¥ùßÏæM¿ÞJ
²øáÉÞ¿í ØÄcBZ ÈÎáAíºáxá¢ ÈßWÈßWAáKáæÕCßÜá¢,
ÄßøßºîùßÏæM¿áK ØÄcÎÞÃùßÕí. ¥ùßÕçÈb×ßAáKÕX
¨ÖbøæÈ çÄ¿áKáæÕKí ÉùÏáKÄí ¥ÄßÈßUßW
ØÄcÞçÈb×ÃÎáUÄá æµÞIÞÃí. ØÄc¢ èÆÕàµÎÞÃí.
èÆÕàµÎÞÏÄßæÜÞæA ÈßùEáÈßWAáK æÕ{ßºîÎáIí.
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¥ÄßÈÞW ÄæK ¥ùßÕçÈb×ßAáKÕX ¦çøÞ ¥ÕæÈ
¨ÖbøÞçÈb×ß ®Kí ÈßT¢ÖÏ¢ ÉùÏÞ¢. ¥ùßÕßÈá
ÉßKÞæÜ ¥ÜßEáÈ¿AáKÕçøÞæA ¥Äßæa æÕ{ßºî¢
µæIJßÏßGáIí. ¥ÕæøÞæA ¥Äí ÄßøßºîùßEßGáÎáIí. ¦
ÄßøßºîùßÕßæÈÞ¿áÕßW ¥ÕæøJßÏÄí ®ÜïÞ ÌtÈBç{Ïá¢
ÄßøØí µ øßAáKÄßÈáU µøáJßÜÞÃí . ÈØùÞÏÈßW
ÈßKá¢ dµßØñáÕßçÜÏíAáU Æâø¢ ÈÎáAí ÉÞÀÎÞµáKÄí ¦
ÈßÜÏßÜÞÃí. ØÄcÞçÈb×ßµæ{ÞçAÏá¢ ÄßøØíAÞøßµ{ÞÏß/
ØbÏ¢ Èßç×Çßµ{ÞÏß ÎÞùßÏÄí ¼àÕßÄJßæa ÈÖbøÄ
ÄßøßºîùßEÄá æµÞIÞÃí. ¦ ØbÏ¢ Èßç×Ç¢ çÜÞµJßæa
ÎáXÉßW ÉáÄßÏ ºøßdÄB{ÞÏß ÎÞùß ®KÄá¢ ºøßdÄ¢.
§Jø¢ Èßç×ÇB{ÞÃí ÎÞÈÕØÎâÙJßW ÄßøßºîùßÕßæa
æÕ{ßºîB{ÞÏÄá¢ Èßç×Çßµæ{ ¥ÈÖbøÎÞAßÏÄá¢.
¥çÈb×ß ØÞÇµÈÞµáçOÞZ: ÕßÆcÞVÄíÅß ¥çÈb×ßÏÞÃí.
¥ùßÕßæÈ ÄßøÏáKÕÈÞÃí ¥çÈb×ß. ¥çÈb×ßÏáæ¿ ¥¿áJ
ÄÜÎÞÃí ØÞÇµçaÄí. ØÞÇµX µæIJßÏ ØÄcæJ
©ÉÞØßAáKÕÈÞÃí. ¥çÈb×ßÏá¢ ØÞÇµÈá¢ ÄNßÜáU
¥Lø¢ Õ{VJáÎã·JßÈá¢ ÕÈcÎã·JßÈá¢ ÄNßÜáU
¥LøJßÈá ÄáÜcÎÞÃí. Ï¼ÎÞÈX ÈßVÃÏßAáK ¥Äßøá¢
ÆÞÈ¢ ÈWµáK ÍfÃÕáÎÞÃí Õ{VJáÎã·Jßæa
¥ÕµÞÖ¢. ¦ ÉøßÎßÄßAáUßW ²ÄáBáK ØbÞÄdLcÕá¢
¦ÈwÕáçÎ ¥ÄßÈÕµÞÖæM¿ÞÈÞÕâ. ¥Äßæa
ØµÜºÜÈB{á¢ ¦ÎÞÖÏ¢ çÉÞÜá¢ Ï¼ÎÞÈæa
ÆÏÏí A ÞÏß µÞJáµß¿AáµÏÞÃí . ÕÈcÎã·ÎÞµæG
ØbÏ¢ ÈßVHàÄÈÞÃí. ¥Äßøá¢ ¦ÙÞøÕá¢
ºÜÈB{áæÎÞæA ØbÏ¢ ÈßÖíºÏßAáµÏÞÃÄáæºÏîáµ.
¥Éøß¼ßÄV ®ùßEáÈWµáKæÄÞKá¢ ¥Äá
ØbàµøßAùßÜï . ÄÈßAÞÕÖcÎáUÄí ØbÏ¢ µæIJß
èµÕÖæM¿áJáµÏÞÃÄßæa øàÄß. çÕGÏÞ¿W
ÄæK. ÕßÆcÞVÄíÅßµZ ÕÈcÎã·Bæ{ çÉÞæÜÏÞÕÃ¢.
¥ùßÕí ¦øßWÈßKá¢ ÆÞÈÎÞÏß ØbàµøßçAIÄßÜï .
ØbÏ¢ ÈßVHàÄÎÞÏ §¿B{àWÈßKá¢ ¥ÜEáÈ¿Kí
µø·ÄÎÞçAI ØV·ÕcÞÉÞøÎÞÃí ¥ùßÕí. ¥ùßÕí ÕÈ¢
µÃAÞÃí. ÕÈJßÈí ÍàÄßæM¿áJáK ²øá Èß·âÂÄÏáIí.
ÉáùJáÈßæKÞøÞZ çÈÞAßÏÞW ²øá Ùß¢dØÎã·¢ ÄæK
µÞJí µß¿MáæIK ÍàÄßÏÞÃí ÕÈ¢ ©ÄíÉÞÆßMßAáKÄí.
®KÞW ©UßçÜAí µÏùßæºîÜáï çLÞùá¢ çÎÞÙßMßAáK ²øá
ÖÞLÄ ÕÈ¢ ØNÞÈßAáKá. ÈßøLøÎÞÏß ©ZJ¿B{àçÜAí
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ØFøßAáKÄßÈáU ²øá
¦µV×ÃÕá¢ ÕcÄcØñíÄÏá¢
ÕÈ¢ çÉùáKáIí. ÕÈJßÈáUßW
ÈßVÌÞÇ¢
ØFøßAáK
ÕÈcÎã·¢ µÃAÞÕáµÏÞÃí ²øá
ÕßÆcÞVjßAí ¥çÈb×µÈßWÈßKí
ØÞÇµÈßçÜæAJÞÈáU Æâø¢.

²øá ÉÞÀæÎCßÜá¢
ÈWµÞæÄ
²øá¼àÕ¼ÞÜÕá¢
¨ dÉµãÄßÏßW
¼Èßºîí
ÎøßAáKßÜï.

Õß¼Ïæa ·áøáØÞ·ø¢,
¨ dÉµãÄßÏßW µæIJáK
ÏÞæÄÞKáçIÞ ¥æÄÞçAÏá¢ ·áøßAzÞøÞÃí ®K
ÆVÖÈÎÞÃí ©KÏßAáKÄí. ²øá ÉÞÀæÎCßÜá¢ ÈWµÞæÄ
²øá¼àÕ¼ÞÜÕá¢ ¨ dÉµãÄßÏßW ¼Èßºîí ÎøßAáKßÜï.
ÈÎáAí ºáxáÉÞ¿áµ{ßçÜAáxáçÈÞAÞ¢. ¥ùßÕßæa
ÎÙÞÉÞÀB{ßçÜAí µHá¢ µÞÄá¢ ÄáùKí ØFøßAÞ¢

The Mumbai Diocese’s Hope Counseling Centre
Vashi, Mulund and Thane
Through the care of experienced Christian
Counselors and Christ centered counseling,
offers grace-filled hope for life’s problems.
Contact No:
Mrs. Preena Mathew,
6.30pm -8pm. Mob: 9619201022
Mrs. Susan Saji
+91 22 25951384
Mrs. Leela Jolly Thomas
Ph 022 21733011, 9920670558
Suvartha Pathrika April - June 2013
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Interview

A Talk with Babyachen...
Rev. P. M. Mathew, the senior member of Sihora
Ashram. Joined Ashram at the age of 24. Now
Achen is 81years Old. He was ordained at the age
of 49. Served the poor villagers of Sihora and
its surrounding villages for long 57 years. Achen
contributed his level best for the establishment of
Kingdom of God and also for the upliftment of
Ashram as a torch to the villagers.

1. Achen what was your inspiration to join Sihora ashram?
My Childhood was a painful experience. I lost my father in my
early age and my mother worked hard for our future. The life of my
mother was the real inspiration in my life. The financial difficulties
lead me to study in an Ashram school. The school atmosphere and
the dedicated teachers planted the seed of spirituality in my life. My
church atmosphere equally served a role in my making. My church
atmosphere nourished my spiritual life. I was the first ranker in my
Sunday school Birudh exam scoring 99 out of 100 and my name was
announced in Maramon convention of the same year. My brother
was an Evangelist. He was a volunteer in Sihora Ashram. My brother
introduced me about Sihora Ashram and lot of prayerful thinking
decided to join Sihora Ashram.The first work assigned to me was
cattle feeding and I did this job faithfully and prayerfully. After that
I served Lord through Ashram in so many ways, like I worked in
ashram hospital as an attender, in the school as an office staff etc. In
the midst of my Ashram life I completed my studies too. After my
graduation I joined Leonard Theological College, Jabalpur for B. D.
Then I was ordained as priest in Mar Thoma Church on October 1981.
Till this day My God was faithful to me.
2. Why Sihora Ashram gives importance to educate the villagers?
The founding members realised the situation of the villagers as
chaos. Education and basic Hospital facility was just a dream in the
lives of sihora villagers. They were financially poor. The rich was
becoming richer and poor were falling into deeper pit of poverty.
So for the help of the community and welfare of the people our
founder members took initiative to bringing up Schools to educate
the villagers and a Hospital to support their health. In schools they
taught Christian songs and stories.
Suvartha Pathrika April - June 2013
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3. How many schools are running under the umbrella of Sihora
Ashram?
Around ten schools are running under Sihora Ashram. We provide
maximum education facility to our surrounding villages through
primary, secondary and senior secondary schools. We are providing
the best quality education to our villager’s children. The best quality
study which they could provide from all their limitations they are
providing. Easow Thirumani was the initial person took interest to
educate the villagers. Thirumeni served for around 10 years, then
came Rev. A T Chacko Achen. He too served around 12 years. Then
God enabled me to serve for 13 years. Now other Ashram members
very much concerned to provide better education.
4. Are you happy with today’s education system?
Yes. I am happy with the new academic system. Today’s education
offers more information and students are comfortable with it. At the
same time importance should be given to mould a good personality
in every one. Always keep in mind that Education builds a person’s
personality.
5. Do you have any suggestion to improve this system?
No. I am happy with the current system of education. I don’t
feel any problem with the system, but our approach to students and
education creates problems.
6. What is your opinion about the mission work of Sihora Ashram?
Mission belongs to God. Mission demands us to reach out and
spread the Gospel of love. We should find out the needy people and
extend the love of God through service and through His word.
7. Do you have any dream about mission work?
I expect more non-keralites to come up for the mission works
and even for priestly work too. Now my big dream is that before my
death, (Laughs) I would like to have a blessing from a non-keralite
Bishop of my Church.
Now it is around 12. The sun is very hot. No one is outside their
shelter. Still Achen is getting ready for the noon time prayer. A man
inspired by the spirit of God to inspire many for establishing the
Kingdom of God. Let us thank God for giving such dedicated people
in our times.
Siju Thomas
St. Peters Mar Thoma Church, Panvel
Suvartha Pathrika April - June 2013
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Ahwa Mission Day
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Diocesan Clergy Transfer List
Name of the Parish

Transferred Achen

New Achen

Borivili Immanuel

Rev. George Yohannan Rev. P J John

Marol St Stephans

Rev. Abraham Panicker Rev. Dr. T. S. Thomas

Chembur MTC

Rev. P.P. Kuruvilla

Rev .A.Y. Varghese

Nerul Immanuel

Rev. Sunil Joy

Rev. P.P. Kuruvilla

Kharghar MTC

Rev. Sunil Joy

Rev. Mathew Samuel

Sakinaka Trinity

Rev. Viju Varghese

Rev. Ashish Thomas George

Dombivili Ebenezer

Rev. Dr. T. S. Thomas

Rev. Daniel Mathew

Kalyan East St. Andrews

Rev. John Mathew

Rev. Abraham Chacko

Wagle Estate St. johns

Rev. Abraham Thomas Rev. K. Salomon

Pune St. Peters

Rev. Mathew Thomas

Rev. Stanley Thomas

Nashik Road St. Petersmed Rev. John G Varghese

Rev. C.P. Biju

Ahmedabad MTC

Rev. Daniel Mathew

Rev. John George

Surat Salem

Rev. Alex Abraham

Rev . Sunny Thomas

Valsad Bethel and Vapi school Rev. Mathew Abraham Rev. John G Varghese
Kuwait St. James

Rev. A.Y. Varghese

Rev. V. S. Skariah

Navjeevan Centre

Rev. Mathew Philip

Rev. Issac G Varghese

Diocesan New Projects
Director and Colaba Salem

---

Rev. Mathew Philip

We acknowledge the dedicated services of our Achens who have got
transferred from this Diocese and also whole hearted warm welcome
to the new clergy to the Diocese.
Rev. P. P. Kuruvila
Diocesan Secretary
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Students

Corner

- Rev. Arun George, Santacruz
1.

Name the city mentioned by Jesus, which would be brought/
thrust down to hell?

2.

Name the book in which David intoned his lamentation over
Saul and Jonathan was written?

3.

Name the first son of David?

4.

“Lord, show us the father”, who said this?

5.

Name the prophet who predicted by the spirit, that there would
be severe famine throughout world?

6.

Name the disciple who was bound with two chains by Herod?

7.

Name the chief official of synagogue who believed in the Lord
with his household?

8.

On which Island did a viper come out because of the heat of fire
and fastened on Paul’s hand?

9.

“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am
the foremost”, who said this?

10. What is the sure and steadfast anchor of the soul?
11. Who is the deacon of the Church at Cenchreae?
12. The one commandment in which all the law is fulfilled?
13. Who was the king to whom the book of records of chronicles was
read out, as he could not sleep at night?
14. What was the bronze serpent called, that was made by Moses?
15. At what age did Moses die?
Email your answers to
suvarthapathrika@gmail.com
before 10th June 2013
Suvartha Pathrika April - June 2013
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Report

Mar Thoma English School
Vapi
With the blessings of the Almighty Lord, Prayers of the
Diocesan Bishop Rt. Rev. Joseph Mar Barnabas Episcopa,
and his financial contribution and the sincere efforts of
Rev. Abraham Panicker, as well as the fellowship and
contribution of free parishioners, we could start this
school on 16th June 2008. The school to be precise with
5 students has grown to 250 students in a short span of
5 years with 11 teaching staff and 7 non-teaching staff.
At present classes are from nursery to 5th standard. We
could achieve these heights only because of the abundant
grace and mercy of the Almighty that has been bestowed
upon us.

Our school not only focuses on imparting theoretical knowledge
but on the skills required to lead a balanced student life. We
conducted different competitions and activity for our school children.
We have a Harshamol Memorial Fund, which is being given to best
student in the school.
Slowly, but gradually we are learning & making steps to compete
with other school. As you all know to reach greater heights, we require
countless sacrifices and continuous hard work, which our teachers
are having and this will help us to reach the desired goal.
Vapi is an upcoming city with further future developments.
The geographical location and space available, the school is at
an advantage and the present scenario is very much helpful in
capitalizing the opportunity in investing for the future, which may
help to grow manifold and take our school to greater heights.
The aims and objectives of our school
To provide value based, and qualitative education to the students
with the aim of nation building.
•

To have all round personality development of the student.
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•

To foster in our student patriotism, human rights awareness,
responsible and mature citizenship.

•

To promote religious tolerance, communal harmony and
national integration.

•

To inculcate in students discipline and help them to develop
good habits.

•

To channelize them to reach in the horizons of knowledge.

•

To help students to realize their own talents and empowering
them to become the biggest in their fields.

We are thankful to our beloved Rt.Rev.Dr. Thomas Mar Theethos
Episcopa for his able and sincere efforts to develop our school.
He has visited our school and blessed the activities. We are very
grateful to him for his timely visit, support, guidance, instructions,
encouragement and for his prayers. We are also thankful to Rev.
P.P. Kuruvilla, manager of our school as well as the school governing
council for leading us to the path of progress and Mr. George Kurian
treasurer of the school and Mr. Ivan Jones, Mr. Rajan Jacob, Mr.
Abraham Varghese & Mr. Varghese Samuel for helping the school in
its day to day affairs. We are also thankful to Rev. Mathew Abraham
in managing the day to day activities of the school for the year 201213. Rev. John.G.Varghese took the charge of the school from May 1st
2013 onwards. We also extend our gratitude to the Diocesan council
Members, School Board Members, Friends, well wishers, Vapi Mar
Thoma parishioners and all those who have supported the school
with their financial support.

It is a thousand times better to have
common sense without education than to
have education without common sense.
- Robert Green Ingersoll
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Devotion

Richness of a fool
Luke 12: 16-21

St. Luke calls this parable as “The Parable of
the Rich Fool”. The very title ‘rich fool’ itself is a
contradiction. How is it that a fool becomes rich
and how is it that a rich becomes fool? These
are the contradictions regarding the title. The
rich man referred in the parable is an illustrious
and industrious agriculturist. Can such a great
agriculturist be a fool? Psalms 14:1 and Psalms
53:1 state that anyone who reserves space for
God is wise and anyone who denies space for
God is a fool. This rich man failed to reserve any
space for God in his life. So it is in this biblical
perspective, the title ‘rich fool’ becomes apt for
this young man.
Based on this text, I would like to expound 5
points for our devotion.

1. He was a man of covetousness.
A person who has a covetous heart never gets satisfied about
anything. Covetousness can be towards anything. It can be towards
money, influence, power, fame, position, etc. In this passage, we can
see that this rich man was running after acquiring and accumulating
crops in bigger barns. He saw his wealth as an opportunity to please
his greed. He had no thought of others and of God.
In verse 18, he says to himself “This is what I will do. I will tear
down my barns and build bigger ones”. From this verse, it is clear
that his present barn was filled to the utmost level and that he did not
have more space to store his new crops. Even when he was blessed
with abundant blessings, he was not willing to share it and make
room for the new blessings. Instead he was focused on extending
the size of his barns and making it bigger in size to store it up for
himself. Summing up the first point, covetousness will never lead us
to satisfaction rather it will lead us to a self-centered life.
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2. He was a man who gave priority to the creation rather
than to the Creator
In verse 16, it says “The ground of a certain rich man produced a
good crop”. The text does not say “A certain man worked very hard
and accumulated a good fortune”. From this verse, Jesus undoubtedly
meant to say that man’s prosperity comes from God, who created
the ground which produced good crops. Yes, definitely the man has
worked hard but the harvest was God’s choice. But this man failed to
see the providential grace of God and that’s the exact reason behind
his misuse of wealth. We should also see to it in this perspective.
Nothing is given to us because of our merit but due to the preferential
grace of God. Wealth, be it anything, our health, our salary, our
family, friends all belong to God and we are just the stewards of it.

3. He was a captive of worldly possessions
This rich man did not have any concern for the ultimate possession
that is soul. Wealth has the hidden potential to give us a false sense
of security. This man also had the same feeling. He believed in the
perishable goods of his life and did not realize the importance of
doing virtuous deeds. He forgot the fact that virtuous deeds do count
in the eyes of the Lord. But still our God is a God of second chances.
In verse 20, it says, “You fool! This very night your life will be
demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for
yourself? Even when he was given a last chance before his death
to confess his greed and to share his blessings with others, he did
not use that opportunity. This is the problem of being a captive of
anything. Even at the last moments of his life, he could not let go off
his possessions. We should be thankful to God for the abundant life
that he has given us and should not live as a captive of worldly riches.

4. He never saw beyond himself
From verses 16-19, we can see the words I, me, my, mine, myself
used about 11 times. These aggressive pronouns used by this rich
man depict his self centered aggressive nature. From these verses, it
is evident that this man did not consult anything with his family or
friends. In verse 19 it says, “I will say to myself”. This shows that he
was very much individualistic. From his soliloquies and asides, we
understand that everything was confined to himself. Hence, unlike
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this man, we should seek God’s will in our
decisions and should live under his guidance.

5. He never saw beyond this world
The deplorable tragedy of this rich man
was that he was not
aware of the world to
come. He was never
concerned about
eternity and salvation. We are called to be people of eternity and to
live in the hope of achieving eternal life. The wrong choices of his
present life had serious and destructive consequences affecting his
future.
Coming to the end of the parable, Jesus makes it crystal clear that
what matters is not how we start off our journey but how we end
it. Do we end it with Christ? Or is it without accepting him into our
lives? This rich man had a glorious past, a meritorious present full
of affluence and abundance, but a deplorable future. Saving for the
future is not a sin as it is clearly mentioned in I Timothy 5:8. Building
bigger barns is not a sinful thing provided that we share some of its
riches with the less fortunate ones. Hence we as Christians should
invite Christ as part and parcel of our lives.
Angel Elsa Varughese

Santacruz

Education is the most powerful
weapon which you can use to
change the world.
- Nelson Mandela
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Ahwa Mission Day
Celebration
Ahwa Mission is one of the prime projects of
Mumbai Diocese for social uplift of the tribals
in Gujarat, in the Dangs region, which is an
exclusive forest district inhabited by 5 different
tribes.
Shanti Niketan Ashram is the central place
of our activities in Dangs. Shanti Niketan
Ashram is situated at Ahwa, the head quarters
of Dangs District in Gujarat. As entrusted by
the Mumbai Diocese, the Gujarat Centre Mar
Thoma Voluntary Evangelists’ Association
undertook the restructuring, reshaping and
renovation work of the Ashram buildings and
Mission activities. Thank God that we were
able to complete the task successfully in the
year 2012-13 with the whole-hearted support of all the parishes in
Gujarat Centre. It is a practice in the Bible that every achievement is
followed by a celebration of thanksgiving. Therefore, our Diocesan
Episcopa Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Theethos graciously proclaimed
the first Sunday after Easter as Ahwa Mission Day, a thanksgiving
day for Ahwa Mission. Accordingly plans were made to celebrate
Ahwa Mission Sunday on Sunday the 7th April, 2013 at the Shanti
Niketan Ashram by all the parishes of the Gujarat Centre.
We thank God that more than 500 members from different parishes
of Gujarat made it possible to attend the celebration. Office bearers
of the Diocese and the Diocesan Voluntary Evangelists’ Association
(MTVEA) also attended the function. It is worth mentioning that
most of the participants took pains to travel more than 500 KMs in
chartered buses in the night to witness and bless the occasion.
Celebrations were started at 09.30 am on 07th April 2013 with
Holy Qurbana. The chief celebrant of the occasion was our Diocesan
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Episcopa the Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Theethos. Communion service
was followed by commissioning/dedication service of the evangelist
Dharmeshbhai and his family as the mission worker at the new
mission field at Chinchli, a place 32 KMs away from Ahwa.
The newly built Kitchen cum Dining Hall was blessed and declared
opened by His Lordship Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Theethos. All
the achens from Gujarat Region, Rev. K. C. Chacko, Rev. Mathew
Samuel from Mumbai, Office bearers of Mumbai Diocese, Office
bearers of Mumbai Diocese MTVEA and a large number of members
from different Mar Thoma parishes of Gujarat Centre attended the
dedication service. The donations and the active involvement of the
Bethel MTC, Makarpura, Baroda for the construction of the Kitchen
cum dining Hall was acknowledged by Thirumeni during dedication
ceremony.The public meeting was conducted at 2.30 pm. Our
Diocesan Episcopa the Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Theethos presided
over the function. Local MLA Shri Mangalbhai Gavit attended and
appreciated the work undertaken by our Diocese in the District of
Dangs for the betterment of tribal children and youths. CNI Bishop Rt.
Rev. Naresh Ambala, Rev. (Mrs.) Sheila K. Shande, other dignitaries
and members of CNI and other local churches also attended the
programme. Cultural programmes were presented by the children
of Ahwa Hostel and members of various Gujarat Parishes. The
programme came to a close around 4.30 PM. Breakfast, lunch and
snacks were served to all participants.
We place on record our thanks to one and all who made the
celebrations a great success and an event to remember. The
programme has to be arranged at a remote place with limited
resources. We thank all for their co-operation overlooking the
limitations and shortcomings in the arrangements. Let us praise our
Lord and Saviour and shout aloud with the Psalmist, “the LORD has
done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day the LORD
has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” (Ps.118:23-24)
P. Johny
Secretary, MTVEA, Gujarat Centre
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Mission News

Mission Co-ordinator:
Ms. Molly Jacob

Baptism
The second group of believers expressed their faith in public which
was witnessed by the Bethel Mar Thoma Church members and well
wishers. We had our Bishop Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Theethos
along with the Achens to solemnize the Baptisms of 40 individuals
(including children). Church also provided Shawl and Bible to each
of the baptized members. May these believers be protected from
all perils and grow in the grace of God. All travel, food, venue
arrangements were done by Bethel MTC members joyfully.

Committee Members Retreat

On 20th April we had a retreat for the committee members of
the Bhoyachapada Church. It was held at Mar Thoma Church,
Nallasopara. We had Rev.Sanjay Makasare as the Speaker. It was
a time of re-committing oneself to serve the church effectively with
the God given responsibilities. It was a good time of fellowship too.

Holy Communion and Bonyoyage
On 27th April we had Holy Communion at Bhoyachapada Church.
For the 1st time Rev. George Cherian celebrated Holy Communion
Suvartha Pathrika April - June 2013

30

in Marathi.
He shared
the word of
God to the
believers
which was
translated by
Miss Molly Jacob – Mission Co-ordinator. Rev. George Yohannan
was also participating in the worship.
On the same day we had a farewell to Rev.
George Yohannan Vicar of Immanuel Mar
Thoma Syrian Church, Borivali by the
Bhoyachapada congregation. As a token
of remembrance they gave him a Varli
painting as a gift. This gift was handed to
Achen’s family by Mrs. Seetabai Tumda
the 1st believer of that church.

Believers Retreat
In the month of April we
had believers retreat for the
2 responsive areas namely
Bamanpada and Pendri pada.
We had on the topic “To
walk in Faith”. Mission Coordinator Ms. Molly Jacob and
the Missionary Mr. Samuel
Gavai shared from the word
of God. We had the retreat at the believers house at Bamanpada. It
gave the believers the assurance to continue in the faith of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ in spite of the context in the village which
may not be supportive. The fellowship time with these believers was
enjoyable too.

Children Program
Come summer vacation and children in the village have nothing
much to do except playing the whole day. At 3 of our mission base
of Thane district we planned to organize 2/3 days program. The
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Program included Storytelling, Memory Verse, Singing Session,
Worship time, Game session etc. It was time of Joy and Blessing to
all those who participated and contributed towards this program.
We had at Bhoyachapada Church the program from 2nd to 4th May2013.
There were 45 children attending this program. It was a Stay program.
Children from 8 villages participated in it. We had Miss Anila and
Mr. Jabin youths from Mar Thoma Church, Dombivili and youths
Mr. Sijo, Sinu, Alex, Mst.Samuel and Miss Sara from the Mar Thoma
Church, Vasai to lead the singing session and to help as volunteers
during the camp. The Main sessions was lead by Ms. Molly JacobMission Co-ordinator. The Adult believers and Missionary Samuel
Gavai family helped in catering responsibilities. All the expenses
were borne by the local church itself. Mr. Thomas Roy Convenor of
Immanuel MTSC, Borivali visited during the camp time.
We had at Rajkorpada, Mokada mission base the program on 7th
and 8th May2013. There were 75 children attending this program.
This was also a stay program. Children from 8 villages participated
in it. We had Missionary Mr. Hiraman Gangurde, local believers
and Mr. Manjeet Gavai to help in the singing sessions and to help as
volunteers. The Main sessions was lead by Ms.Molly Jacob- Mission
Co-ordinator. The Adult believers and Missionary family helped in
catering responsibilities. We had Vicar Rev. Jinu E. Kurian
and church members visiting on 8th May and participating in the
program too. The entire expense was sponsored by sponsoring church
Mar Thoma Syrian Church, Dadar.
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We had at Dakpada, Dekale mission base the program on 17th and
18th May2013. There were 35 children attending this program for the
1st time from 4 villages. It was day program. We had 7 youths from
sponsoring church St. Thomas Mar Thoma Church,Vasai to help in the
singing sessions and to help as volunteers. The Main sessions were lead
by Ms. Molly
Jacob- Mission
Co-ordinator.
Two believer
families helped
in catering
responsibilities.
Mr.
Babu
Varghese Convenor and members of the church visited during
the program time. The expense was sponsored by a member of the
Church.

Girls Hostel – Thane District
We completed the 1st academic year in 2012-2013 at the two hostels
started for the Tribal believer’s children. First Hostel has 6 girls.
The house parent is Mrs. Neena Wankhade. This Hostel is being
sponsored and taken care by St. Thomas Mar Thoma Church, Vasai.
Second Hostel has 13 girls. The house parent is Mrs Meena and Mr.
Shamuvel Mavli. This Hostel is sponsored by Mumbai
Centre Sevika Sangam under the guidance of Rev. K.
C Chacko.
All the school children passed to the next class.
However Miss Kavita patil studying at the Vasai
Hostel came 1st in her class. She has now gone to the
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6 Std. The school has appreciated this new student who came from
a village background and adjusted to the new environment at the
Vasai school.
Many of these children studying in these two hostels have good
testimony of how they are enjoying this new facility of staying in the
hostel and studying in a bigger school.
Here is Tejaswini
Tumda now
studying in Std. 2
at the Nallasopara
hostel saying:
“When I was
schooling in
my
village
Bhoyachapada I
would not study
in the class, just be
mischievous with
other children and I did not know my lessons. When I would
come from school throw my bag in my house and go to play in
the mud. I would not study. When my Mother used to call me
I would not listen. When I would come back home I would not
wash my hands and directly I would eat food. But when I came
to the Hostel I started learning so much and I thank God for
giving me all good things here.” This is the exact translation of
her testimony in Marathi shared during the children camp held
at Bhoyachapada.

“Live as if you were to die tomorrow.
Learn as if you were to live forever.”
-Mahatma Gandhi
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Diocesan

News

Mumbai diocese is deeply indebted and grateful to
our Achens who have toiled hard for the growth and
development of our Diocese during their tenure in the
parishes and institutions they served in our Diocese.
Wishing them a fruitful ministry ahead in the church.
A hearty welcome to all the new Achens who have
joined our diocese.
•

We remember the services of Late Rev. Mathew
Thomas Achen. His absence is a great loss for
us. Condolences to the grieving family.

•

Our Sincere thanks and appreciation to Rev.
Sunil Joy, the Chief Editor of Suvartha Pathrika
for his dedicated service for publishing the
magazine regularly.

•

Also, special thanks to Rev.Alex Thomas and
Rev.George Yohannan , Diocesan Council
Members for their committed ministry during
their tenure.

•

The Diocesan Sevika Sangam Conference
2013 will be held from 22-24th May at Mar
Chrysostam Ashram, Lonavala. Besides our
Tirumeni, Rev.M.P.Solomen will be the main
speaker.
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•

Diocesan Sunday School Annual General Body will held on
26th May at Vashi St Pauls MTC.

•

Mumbai Diocese Evangelist Family Annual Conference will be
held from 27-29th May at Mar Chrysostam Ashram,Lonavala.

•

Teenager’s Conference 2013 will be held from 31st May – 2nd
June, 2013 at Sacred Heart High School, Kalyan. Besides our
Tirumeni, Rev.Ninu Chandy and Rev.Stanley Thomas will be
the main leaders.

•

The Diocesan Council will be held on 11th June, 10 am, at Vashi
Marthoma Centre

•

The Diocesan Assembly will held on 10th August, 10 am at
Vashi Marthoma Centre

•

The Diocesan Sunday will be observed on August 18th (3rd
Sunday). Deputation Program will be arranged as usual, the
detailed kalpana will be send soon.

•

Diocesan Clergy Conference will be held from October 8-11
at Saputhara,Gujarat

•

Fund raising programmes in Goa & Gujarat are going well.
Luck dip In Goa Region was conducted and prizes were
distributed. The Publication of Souvenir (Goa) will held in
September. Gujarat region Luck Dip programme will be held
on 15th August and the Souvenir works are in the process of
being published

•

The dream project of our Diocese, the Rag pickers/ street
children ministry and mentally challenged children ministry
have started and Rev.Mathew Philip is appointed as the New
Project Director of our Diocese. Expecting your support and
prayers
Rev. P. P. Kuruvilla
Diocesan Secretary
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Obituary

Rev. Mathew THomas
Rev. Mathew Thomas, a scholar of Biblical Studies, his
devotions and messages were thought provoking and
firming up faith in our God and His Kingdom. Achen, though
called to eternity at an early age on Apr 19. 2013 lived an
exemplary life upholding Christian Values and reflecting an
impeccable radiance of witnessing Christ. Achen served
Mumbai Diocese as Vicar of Goregaon and Pune Parishes
and contributed the best to Suvartha Pathrika as a Chief
Editer.
While praising our LORD for Achen’s life, we the
Suvartha Pathrika family including its readers convey our
condolences and prays for the well being of Kochamma,
children and the members of the bereaved family.
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Mar Thoma Guidance Centre

32/3037E, St.Ritas Road, Ponnurunni Vyttila,
Kochi – 682019, E-mail: mtgckochi@gmail.com
Website: mtgckochi.org

Facilities

•

•
•
•
•

Family enrichment
programe
AA group fellowship
Personality development
Career guidance for
students

Tel.: 2446 2632/3872 E-mail: outworkeph@gmail.com

•

Rooms “ac & non ac”
available
Counselling facilities
(Family & children)
Guidance for those who
come for treatment

Designed and Printed at Ebenezer Printing House.

•

When you are in Ernakulam stay comfortably
at the Mar Thoma Guidance Centre

Director – Rev.Dr.George Varghese
9447400740, 8891173041
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